
				

	 	 	
	

 

 

Capacity-building	in	the	European	Union	
 

 

Thursday	
15 Oct 2026 

  

  

Welcome 

09:00  Welcome and introduction 

  

Theory 

09:10  Philipp Genschel (University of Bremen) and Markus Jachtenfuchs (Hertie School): Capacity-building in the EU – Patterns 
and explanations 

09:40  break 

09:50  Chendi Wang (Free University of Amsterdam): An Extended Exit, Voice, and Loyalty Model of EU Capacity-Building 

10:20  coffee break 

  

Defense 

10:40  Samuel Faure (Institute for Strategic Research (IRSEM)): EU Capacity-Building under National Control 
Supranationalization without State-Building in EU Defence Industrial Policy 

11:10  break 

11:20   Scott Hamilton (University of Antwerp), Antonio Calcara (Vrije University, Brussels), and Dirk De Bievre (University of 
Antwerp): Rearming Europe: Domestic Governance Ecosystems, Comparative Advantage and the Politics of European 
Defence Cooperation 

11:50  break 

12:00  Salih Işık Bora (Vrije University, Brussels) and Lukas Spielberger (University of Luxembourg): State-Building through 
Law: How the EU instated common borrowing capacity in defence 

12:30  Lunch 

  

 



   

 
	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL POLICY 

13:45  Miriam Hartlapp, Taylor Pearce, and Jakob Pegels (Free University, Berlin): Old and new capacity-building in EU 
industrial and social policy 

14:15  break 

14:25  Jordy Weyns (University of Bremen): Orchestration of National Industrial Interventionism in the Single Market 

14:55  break 

  

Cross-cutting issues 

15:05  Alessia Invernizzi and Frank Schimmelfennig (ETH Zürich): Crises, Competence, and Control: EU resources and 
boundary formation in the European Union 

15:35  coffee break 

15:55  Martin Weinrich and Eva Ruffing (University of Osnabrück): Amending independence – when do legislators change EU 
agencies’ formal independence? 

16:30  break 

16:40  Sandrino Smeets (Radboud University) and Mark Rhinard (Stockholm University9: What Crises Leave Behind: Entrenched 
crisis governance in the European Council, Council and Commission 

17:15  break 

  

Infrastructure and cohesion 

17:25  Simon Lenhart (University of Tübingen): Cohesion Policy: The cornerstone of the EU’s capacity-building 

17:55  break 

18:10  dinner 

19:10  

 

 



   

 
	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

 

Friday	
16 Oct 2026 

  

  

Infrastructure and cohesion (cont'd) 

09:00  Emmanuelle Mathieu and Noel Löcse (University of Lausanne): EU capacity building and policy hybridization: The 
evolution of policy portfolios in EU electricity and digital infrastructure sectors. 

09:30  break 

09:40  Andreas Kruck, Lorenz Sommer, and Moritz Weiss (LMU Munich): Building National Competence, Losing European 
Control? The EU as a Regulatory Manager of Member States’ Capacity-Building in Critical Infrastructure Protection 

10:10  break 

  

Fiscal policy 

10:20  Alexander Schilin-König (University of Mannheim): Addressing the Same Problem with Different Instruments: The 
Divergent Designs of the EU’s Fiscal Capacities in Response to the COVID-19 and Security Crises 

10:55  coffee break 

11:15  Lukas Spielberger and David Howarth (University of Luxembourg): Building a resilient European monetary union through 
the backdoor: The institutional implications of the Commission's emergence as a sovereign-style issuer 

11:45  break 

11:55  Yaning Zhang (Hertie School): Unpacking the Galaxy: the evolution of hidden capacity building in the EU budget 

  

Conclusion 

12:25  Philipp Genschel (University of Bremen) and Markus Jachtenfuchs: Conclusion and next steps 

12:55  lunch 

13:55  
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