
    

 
CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

INTERNATIONAL URBAN BIOECONOMY AS 
SOCIETAL CHANGE CONFERENCE 

 

Social, economic and ecologic systems are increasingly under pressure, due to climate 
change, demographic and economic processes as well as a variety of further 
environmental changes, to be observed in rural as well as urban landscapes. 
Bioeconomy is seen as a response to these challenges. There are many challenges, 
opportunities and open questions regarding bioeconomy, consumption and resource 
usage in urban areas as a potential pathway to achieve sustainable development. 

Especially in urban areas sharing economy, information and communication 
technology (ICT) and digitized communication are a part of bioeconomic societal 
transformation.   

One of the main questions tackles access and obstacles for various social groups, 
caused by access to knowledge or capital intensity. Additionally we ask how agency 
can be conceived theoretically and practically in this context. When is the 
conceptualization of agency suitable as a capacity for action or a power to act? 

We welcome papers based on inter- and transdisciplinary perspectives from the social 
sciences, human-animal studies, or informatics and computer sciences: The 
conference is especially designed for contributions covering innovative topics at the 
interface between informatics and cultural, anthropological and social science research 
in the context of bioeconomy. 

Organised in thematic tracks and workshops, we will be covering - but not limiting 
ourselves - to the following topics:  

- sustainability, social and economical change 
- urban food production, food chains and sharing economies 
- challenges of the bioeconomic societal transformation processes in urban areas 
- dynamics of social collaborative systems 
- agency, efficacy and accessibility 



- interconnectedness of human and nonhuman actors in food production and 
urban contexts 

- machine learning, modelling and simulation in cultural and social sciences: 
using qualitative data for models and simulations 

- barriers and accessibility of diverse social groups 
- resilience of social, economic and ecologic systems 
- ICT, knowledge-based instruments and tools as well as applications and 

practical implementations in urban agriculture 
- Social Computing, decision making and decision support 
- computational sustainability 

The working languages of the conference are English and German. The symposium 
will be held at Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg (Institute for Advanced Study, HWK) in 
Delmenhorst from 18.-20.03.2020.  

Abstracts (max 250 words) or short papers (max 4 pages) can be submitted until 
15.10.2019. Submissions can be made from 15.09.2019 via Easychair. For more 
information, please visit our conference page.  

https://ubscc20.uni-bremen.de 

Only submissions describing original, unpublished research are invited. Submission of 
an abstract or manuscript implies that it is not under consideration for publication 
elsewhere. If you have any questions, please don´t hesitate to contact us via e-mail to 
uagrico@uni-bremen.de. 


